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Kasumigaseki rising? It depends on the view

By Tetsushi Onoda
Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer

Plans are cir ting to replace aged
1cy head office buildings
*t of Tokyo, the
enter in Chiy-

to better use

in the Kas!
nation’s bureaucratic nerv
oda Ward, with high-rises
state-owned real estate.

As part of fiscal reconstruction, the gov-
ernment is considering renting part of
these potential new buildings to private
companies and selling the land in the
ward's Otemachi district that would be va-
cated in the reshuffle.

But Kasumigaseki, which also is home to
the Diet building as well as government of-
fices, serves as the face of the nation, and
many people are concerned that the dis-
trict’s scenery could be lost or harmed by

high-r uildings.
There are other hurdles for modernizing
Kasumigascki. Experts in civil engincering

and fiscal policy have pointed out that build-
ings in the district are old and deleriorated,
making for an inefMicient use of the land.
The Finance Ministry's five-story head
office building was constructed in 1943
With more than 60 years having passed
sinee its construetion, the home of the min-
istry that controls the nation’s purse strings
has a low real estate utilization rate,

Even including space in the newer No. 4
building that is shared with other min-
istries, the floor-space-to-land ratio of the
ministry buildings is only 67 percent of the
legal limit for the district.

The Cabinet Office’s headguarters build-
ing is even more wasteful. Its floor space-
to-land ratio is a mere 30 percent of the
limit.

These examples highlight the often
wasteful use of land by the government in
the district.

According to the Construction and
nsport Ministry, if the Mloor space-to

The Kasumigaseki district of Tokyo, with the Diet building, right, as seen from the

direction of Hibiya Park.

land ratios of all government buildings in
Kasumigascki sed to the legal
limit, an » meters of
floor space could be ereated. This is equal
to the total Moor space of the No. 1 and No,
5 joint office buildings that accommodate
the Agriculture, Forestry and |
Ministry, the Health, Labor and Welfare
Ministry, the Environment Ministry as well
as other entities.

Furthermore, if the legal limit on the
ratio were re (, taller buildings could be
constructed. In fact, for the cons ruction of
twin buildings for the No. 7 joint office
building that will accommodate the Educa
tion, Science and Technology Ministry and
the Financinl Services Agen the ratio
was indeed raised to 500 percent, nearly
double the current limit for buildings in the
district.

One of the twin buildings will be permit-

ted to ace
fie el
place is a
Teijin Lic
headgua
other co
about the

The g
more eff
the Cabi

policy Tog

ident
vants, ¢
or renta
ings.

To ac

pert panel for the better utilization of state
assels, chaived by Shigeru Ito, a specially
appointed professor from Waseda Univer
sity, has started discussing plans to sell or
rent e in new high-rise government
buildings.

But many panel membe
should be avoided as any redevelopment
would hurt the current low-rise view that
stretehes from Hibiya Park to the Diet
building.

The Finanee Minis will begin consult
ing with the Tokyo metropolitan and the
hivoda Ward governments regarding the
scenic impact the construction of cach high
e building would have. This means the
nel's report, to be submilted in June, will
likely be vague about the proposed con
struction of hi ses in the district.

The pane y recommended in Mareh
the selling of “as much as possible” of the
24,000 square meters of land in Otemachi

said this

on which the 35-year-old Otemachi No. §
joint office building, which houses the
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